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d. August 26, 1944- tinder and brush firs.

A firs that startad at about 1000 , In the sorub growth of
the hill near Stats Highway No. 16, about two miles off the
hospital reservation, spread rapidly and for a tins threatened

to InvolTs the entire reservation; however, by 1800 ths firs
had passed ths vicinity ths hospital buildings and bungalows.
Plrss continued to break out sporadically until ths nszt morn-
ing. Ths extent and fury of ths firs was such that the entire
reservation night have burned had It not been for the excellent
work of ths hospital firs dspartnent, corpsaen, and patlsnts,
with cooperation fr fire departments. A separate
and detailed account of same was submitted to the Bureau as an
Enolosurs to the Annual Sanitary Rsport for 1944.

y e. July 17, 1946- name changed by order of the Navy Department
from the U. S. Naval Convalescent Hospital to ths U.S. Naval
Special Hospital. No change occurred In the type of patients
reoelved or duties performed.

1 . Nsw Construction- In June 1946, ths Bursau of Yards and Docks
1st a contract, Noy-11766, to Sohsrer and Prlchard, Redlands,
Calif. , for the constructIon of flvs (5) temporary buildings to
provide additional spaos for the library, offlots for ths Educa-
tional Ssrvlcss Department, Occupational Therapy, Welfare and
Recreation, Ship's Service, Brig, Civil Readjustment, Insuranoe
and Legal Assistance, Bed Cross, Post Office, and Officers 1 dub.

The construction was startad on June 26th, and as of this date
is Approximately 98£ completed. AH offices will be oooupisd by
December 1st. This will mass space for approximately eighteen
mora officer patients in bungalows now ussd for offloss.

2. Organisation i

Ths organisation of this hospital is as psr enclosure (A).
This hospital is an aotivlty of ths Eleventh Naval District.

3. Narrative Account ;

The first group of 600 patlsnts were reoelved from the U.S.
Naval Hospital, Corona, California, on May 24, 1944. From thsn
on, patients have been reoelved chiefly from the U.S. Naval Hospi-
tal, Long Beach, California, and occasionally from ths U.S. Naval
Hospital, San Diego, California. The patlsnts reoelved were of
all types sxoept mental and tuberculosis oases, ths only require-
ment being that they ware mals and ambulatory. A considerable
ptroentags havs bssn orthopsdio oasts.
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Between the opening of the hoepltal and November 1, 1945, a

total of 6789 patient e were admitted. During the peak of wartime

patient load at general hoepitale, thle hoepltal eerved to help

In alleriatlng the ©ver-orowding, and at the same time provide a

beautiful, comfortable plaoa to oonvaleeoe. Of the patlente ad-

mitted, 5142 have been diecharged ae follows:

Surveyed to olvll life 721
Surveyed to limited duty 716
Discharged to full duty 2666
Transferred to other hoepitale 859

4. Additional Data tntt Stftsllghts on Special Subjects ;

a. Thle hospital receives its patlente as ambulatory oases

on transfer from other naval hoepitale. It did not have any out-

etanding emergencies or oases of an unusual nature.

ttphasis ham been plaoed on a rounded-out rehabilitation

program, with work, etudy, and pleaeure oombined.

The main hotel building lends itself very efficiently

for the oonvalssotnot of patients of all typee txotpt psyohiatrio

and tubercular oases. A curatorlum, built espeoially for physical

therapy, steam baths, Htuhaim baths, massage*, etc, Is especially

adaptable for oonvalttotnt easts. The climate is exoellent and

well suited for upper respiratory infeotlone.

b. Rehabilitation Program:

During October to November 1944, the Rehabilitation
Program wae plaoed in effeot at thle hospital. A Physical Train-

ing Officer, Educational Servioee Offloer, Occupational Therapiet,

Welfare and Recreation Offloer, and a representative of the Red

Croee reported during this period of time. They, together with

the Rehabilitation Offloer and the Chaplain, form the Rehabilita-

tion Department.

The Physical Training Officer and his Specialists (A)

assistant e organised the patlente into groups and they were re-
quired to take the minimum of 4 hours of phyeloal training each
week. The swimming pool area wae designated as the sports' area,

and in addition to swimming, there is tennis, basketball, soft-

ball, arohery, horeeahoee, shuffleboard, and many other activities

all oonoentrated In that area so that it was possible for every

man to find something in which he wae interested to participate

in at a part of his physical training. Those oases rsquirlng

special exeroieet were treated individually at indicated. Thle
program wat very successful and contributed materially to the

well-being of the patlente.
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